London Town by Braunias, Mark
  
 
URC RESEARCH REPORT  
 
 
Name of Researcher: Mark Braunias  
 
Date:  20.05.09  
 
Project Title:  London Town  
 
RMOL#:  
 
 
 
 
1. What is(are) the research question(s)? 
 
To produce an exhibition with an accompanying catalogue at the Sarjeant 
Gallery, Wanganui. The concepts were based around the social identity of a 
provincial City in New Zealand during the 1970‟s using a Department store of 
the period as a metaphor of human behaviour. 
 
 
2. Rationale 
 
The Research proposal was based on the outcomes of having completed the 
Tylee Cottage Artist- in- Residency in Wanganui during 2007.  
 
 
3. Methodology 
 
To produce an installation consisting of series of paintings on board and 
canvas, a temporal wall painting in the Gallery space, drawings on paper, a 
DVD animation and artists book referencing the experience and research from 
the Residency experience.  
 
 
4. Outcomes / findings 
 
(1) Exhibition of paintings, drawings, DVD animation and installation 
consisting of wall painting in the gallery space from November 29, 2008 to 
March 22, 2009 
 
(2) Limited edition (50) Artists book (A5 format) with 24 pages in black and 
white, titled “London Town”. Book consists of collages and digitally arranged 
imagery from advertisements in the „Wanganui Chronicle‟ during the early 
1970‟s. 
(3) Catalogue produced by the Sarjeant Gallery. Illustrated with photographs of 
the installation in the exhibition spaces. Essay written by the senior curator 
Greg Donson.  
 
 
5. Publications and dissemination 
 
(1) In association with the exhibition “London Town” local Wanganui 
historian discussed the rise and fall of department stores including 
Londontown, the D.I.C. Mcgruer‟s and Paul‟s Drapery. Wednesday 
March 11 at 7.30pm, 2009. 
 
(2) Artist‟s floor talk in the exhibition space in conversation with Curator 
Greg Donson. Saturday February 28 at 3pm, 2009. 
 
(3) Billboard using an image from the exhibition placed on Wellesley Street, 
Auckland in connection with the Auckland Art May 2009. 
 
(4) Publication of imagery from the exhibition in the catalogue “New Art 
Now” contemporary art in Australia and New Zealand. 
 
(5) Selected to Install work from the exhibition for the Auckland Art Fair, 
May 2009. 
 
(6) Essay on the exhibition written by Vivien Lindsay, a fine arts student at 
Ucol in Wanganui for publication in the „River City Press‟, March 2009. 
 
(7) Invited to exhibit selected work from the exhibition at the PaulNache 
Gallery in Gisborne from July 3rd to July 31, 2009. 
 
(8) Invited to exhibit selected work from the exhibition at the Jonathan 
Smart Gallery in Christchurch from August 7th to 29th, 2009. 
 
(9) Invited to exhibit selected work from exhibition at the Peter McLeavey 
Gallery in Wellington from November 25th to December 24th, 2009. 
 
     (10) Selected for a profile in the magazine „Artnews New Zealand‟ for the  
             Spring issue, 2009. 
   
 
 
